
 

 

UPINGTON COLLEGE 
 
LOW COST HOUSING PROJECT 
 
This specification is a general low cost specification without the full Dulux 
guarantees but in case of a real product failure Dulux   will handle a claim 
within their legal responsibility.  
 
We add the guarantee sheet to ensure the contractor understands the full 
extent of his responsibilities. 
 
John van Rooyen 
079 508 5509 
  

SURFACE PREPARATION OF NEW PLASTER 
 
 

When painting new buildings, the problems that occur most often are plaster 

cracks. 

 

The following factors may be the possible cause of cracks in plasterwork: 

 

Earth movement and settling 

Fast curing, due to lack of humidity 

A too strong plaster mix 

Poor sand quality. 

 

Cracks will re-open after painting and cause paint systems to fail.  Moisture 

ingress causes damage to the substrate.  Such deterioration may be prevented if 

the cracks are repaired soon after they occur.  Suspect plasterwork should be 

inspected and analyzed by the SABS, or the CSIR.  The Master Builders Association 

also provides an advisory service. 

 

EXTERIOR WALLS 
 

Hair Cracks (-0.2mm).  Remove dust and debris.  Brush DULUX RAINSHIELD well 

into the cracks with an old small brush to fill and bridge the cracks. 

 

Plaster cracks (+0.2mm and -2mm) are to be raked out with a scraper blade.  

Remove dust and debris.  Brush two coats DULUX RAINSHIELD well into the cracks 

with an old brush to fill and bridge the cracks.  Repeat if necessary to fill in the 

cracks completely.  



 

 

Walls with extensive "map-crazed" cracks.  After all cracks have been cleaned and 

filled, coat the entire wall from corner to corner with two coats DULUX 

RAINSHIELD. 

 

Large structural cracks (+2mm), and holes must be opened out with a 

carborundum disk in a V-shape to 3mm or larger.  The cleaned cracks should be 

wetted, and then filled with a damp cement/sand mortar with a ratio of 1:4.  The 

in-fill mortar should be properly compacted into the cracks.  Apply two coats 

DULUX RAINSHIELD well into and around filled area to provide a flexible bridge. 

 

Failed movement joints and corner cracks must be cleaned out and reinstated with 

flexible crack filler such as ACRYL-W, or similar pure acrylic mastic that can be 

painted.  Brush-apply DULUX RAINSHIELD well into and around filled area to 

provide a flexible bridge. 

 

INTERIOR WALLS 

 

Hair Cracks (-0.2mm).  Remove dust and debris.  Brush DULUX DURAPLAST well 

into the cracks with an old small brush to fill and bridge the cracks. 

 

Plaster cracks (+0.2mm and -2mm) are to be raked out with a scraper blade.  

Remove dust and debris.  Brush two coats DULUX DURAPLAST well into the cracks 

with an old brush to fill and bridge the cracks.  Repeat if necessary to fill in the 

cracks completely.    

 

Walls with extensive "map-crazed" cracks.  After all cracks have been cleaned and 

filled, coat the entire wall from corner to corner with two coats DULUX DURAPLAST. 

 

Large structural cracks (+2mm), and holes must be opened out with a 

carborundum disk in a V-shape to 3mm or larger.  The cleaned cracks should be 

wetted, and then filled with a damp cement/sand mortar with a ratio of 1:4.  The 

in-fill mortar should be properly compacted into the cracks.  Apply two coats 

DULUX DURAPLAST well into and around filled area to provide a flexible bridge. 

 

Spalling/Delaminating plaster.  Plaster of which the adhesion is suspect over large 

areas (larger than 300mm diameter) must be removed down to sound brickwork, 

and re-plastered. 

 

Holes and imperfections.  Patch-repair and smooth over with white cement-based 

crack filler.  Repaired patches must always be primed or sealed to prevent dull, 

rough spots where the crack filler has absorbed the binder in the topcoat. 

Ensure surfaces are sound, clean and thoroughly dry - moisture content should not 

exceed 12%.   

Remove dust and loose contaminants with a stiff brush or clean rags. 



 

 

N.B.  Clean the environment of dust and building debris before the final finishing 

coat is applied. 

 
SYSTEM FOR EXTERIOR WALLS(TEXTURED TO HIDE IMPERFECTIONS IN PLASTER) 

 

 PAINT SYSTEM 
RECOATING 

TIME AT 23°C 
SPREADING RATE 
per m² per litre 

COAT 1 ROCKGRIP PLIOTEX THINNED 10% WITH WATER 4 hours 4 

COAT 2 ROCKGRIP PLIOTEX 4 hours 4 

COAT 3 ROCKGRIP PLIOTEX  4 hours 4 

 
 
SYSTEM FOR INTERIOR WALLS(PURE ACRYLIC WASHABLE SHEEN) 

 

 PAINT SYSTEM 
RECOATING 

TIME AT 23°C 
SPREADING RATE 
per m² per litre 

COAT 1 BERGERMASTER NUKOTE 4 hours 8 

COAT 2 ROCKGRIP SOFT VELVET 4 hours 8 

COAT 3 ROCKGRIP SOFT VELVET 4 hours 8 

 
 
SYSTEM FOR INTERIOR CEILINGS(MAXIMUM COVERING PVA) 

 

 PAINT SYSTEM 
RECOATING 

TIME AT 23°C 
SPREADING RATE 
per m² per litre 

COAT 1 BERGERMASTER NUKOTE 4 hours 8 

COAT 2 BERGERMASTER NUKOTE 4 hours 8 

 
 
SYSTEM FOR INTERIOR/EXTERIOR WOODWORK, DOORS  & TRIMS 

 

 PAINT SYSTEM 
RECOATING 

TIME AT 23°C 
SPREADING RATE 
per m² per litre 

COAT 1 ROCKGRIP UNIVERSAL UNDERCOAT 18 hours 8 

COAT 2 ROGRIP UNIVERSAL GLOSS ENAMEL 4 hours 8 

COAT 3 ROGRIP UNIVERSAL GLOSS ENAMEL 4 hours 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SYSTEM FOR EXTERIOR PLASTERBOARD FASCIAS 

 

 PAINT SYSTEM 
RECOATING 

TIME AT 23°C 
SPREADING RATE 
per m² per litre 

COAT 1 ROCKGRIP PLASTER PRIMER 18 hours 8 

COAT 2 ROGRIP ROOF ACRYLIC 4 hours 8 

COAT 3 ROGRIP ROOF ACRYLIC  4 hours 8 

 
 
 
 
 
SYSTEM FOR INTERIOR/EXTERIOR STEEL(FRAMES) 

 

 PAINT SYSTEM 
RECOATING 

TIME AT 23°C 
SPREADING RATE 
per m² per litre 

COAT 1 ROCKGRIP LC ETCH PRIMER 4 hours 8 

COAT 2 ROGRIP UNIVERSAL GLOSS ENAMEL 4 hours 8 

COAT 3 ROGRIP UNIVERSAL GLOSS ENAMEL 4 hours 8 

 

GUARANTEES AND CONDITIONS(Dulux brands only) 
 

The Contractor undertakes to perform all workmanship in accordance with 

accepted norms and procedures as determined by the Master Builders Association 

and according to the intent, meaning and purpose of this specification as 

authorized by Dulux. 

 

The Contractor shall include all required labour and materials in his quotation 

whether or not explicitly referred to herein, provided some may reasonably be 

inferred to be included in the contract.  All workmanship is to be executed 

according to the best practices to the entire satisfaction of the client or authorised 

agent. 

 

The Contractor shall indemnify Dulux from any claim capable of being made 

against him under either statute or common law in respect of damage to any 

person or property arising out of the execution of the contract.  The Contractor 

must acquaint himself with any limitations or restrictions which may be imposed 

by the local or other authorities in regard to local authority law and 

requirements,  labour law and requirements for safety regulations, access to site, 

transport of materials to and from the site as well as allow for any additional 

expenses involved thereby. 

 



 

 

The Contractor shall inspect all surfaces referred to in this specification, before 

the commencement of work and notify Dulux of problem areas that could 

adversely affect the quality of all finishes specified herein. 

 

All surfaces to be coated must be thoroughly cleaned and any irregularities in the 

substrate are to be made good to achieve normal, sound substrate conditions.  All 

areas adjacent to those being coated shall be masked and protected against paint 

splashes, blemishes and damage. 

 

The Contractor must establish the colour requirements of the owner.  If requested 

The Contractor will, at no extra cost, provide "brush outs" of sample colours on 

site for approval by the owner and must obtain detailed explanation and 

directions, on site, of a general colour scheme to be provided, before 

commencement of work.  All colours must be Dulux Standard.  The Contractor 

must retain sufficient paint of the same batch for repainting from corner to corner 

in order to prevent colour variations. 

 

The spreading rate per square metre per litre is approximate only as it may be 

influenced by profile, textured or porous surfaces, and application method. 

 

In all cases, Dulux recommended cleaning; priming and subsequent coats must be 

used and applied in strict accordance with the specification, at the recommended  

practical spreading rate.  Adulteration or thinning of material is not permitted 

unless recommended by Dulux. 

 

Prior to painting, the Contractor must ensure that all causes of water ingress, roof 

leaks, rising dampness or any water within the structure such as blocked or 

rusted pipes have been established and repaired in accordance with approved 

damp proofing methods. 

 

The Contractor must ensure that all plaster, cement renderings, concrete, 

brickwork and other masonry surfaces are prepared by either scraping, abrading 

with a stiff fibre brush or high pressure cleaning so as to remove hard cement 

splashes, all surface contamination and loose particles.   

 

All minor cracks and surface defects on interior and exterior surfaces are to be 

raked out, primed and made good.  Efflorescence is to be removed as and when it 

appears, until such action ceases.  Surfaces must be dry and clean before 

commencement of painting. 

 

The Contractor must ensure complete drying in the depth of substrate, before the 

application of any system. 

 

The Contractor shall at his own expense, touch up where necessary and make 

good any damage to the structure, fittings or decorations, resulting from his 

operations. 



 

 

  

The Contractor shall clear the site of rubbish, as and when it accumulates.  The 

Contractor shall also clean all floors; paving; brick or stone facings; windows; 

flushing tanks and taps; all gutters; down pipes and gullies as well as grease and 

oil leaks.  The site as a whole shall be left in a clean and respectable manner, fit 

for occupation. 

 

Dulux paint systems are guaranteed to perform within specification as per the 

relevant technical data bulletins.  Dulux guarantees the paint systems in this 

document for a period not longer than 5 years.  Within the first two years under 

normal exposure conditions and appropriate application, there will be minimal 

visible degradation in quality and performance of the system.   

 

A product guarantee by Dulux will not apply to a failure of the specified Dulux 

paint system that is caused by or attributable to any of the following:  Acts of 

God or terror such as fire; abnormal climatic or weather conditions; mechanical 

damage; normal wear and tear; leaks; rising damp or any dampness in the 

structure; any damage due to water; defective building practices or materials; 

structural cracks; any free-standing structures; trim work.  Structural steel in 

direct contact with plaster is specifically excluded from any guarantee.  

  

Whereas Dulux cannot be held responsible for the workmanship in surface 

preparation and application of our products, it is understood that The Contractor 

will guarantee such workmanship and application. 

 

Colourfastness: some colours are more durable than others - on exterior products 

a fade rate of up to 20% year on year is regarded as normal wear and tear. 

 

Certain bright or ultra-deep (base 6) colours often present poor ability to cover, 

hence requiring numerous coats to obliterate the substrate.  We recommend that 

the first finishing coat be tinted from a base nine to a colour corresponding to the 

colour of the topcoat.  This will reduce the number of topcoats required for full 

hiding.  

 

This document and any accompanying attachments may contain confidential and 

proprietary information.  This information is private and protected by law and, 

accordingly, we give notice that any disclosure, copying, distribution of, or taking 

any action based on this information is prohibited.  This document, the 

information, including all attachments remains the intellectual property of Dulux 

(Pty) Limited and may not be distributed or copied in any form without the prior 

written consent of Dulux (Pty) Limited.  

 

Dulux (Pty) Limited 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


